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Colin D. Furness is an infection control epidemiologist and assistant 
professor (teaching stream) in the Faculty of Information at the  
University of Toronto. Furness’s work during the pandemic has been 
focused on informational problems in disease measurement and inter-
pretation, appraisal of scientific evidence, public safety education and 
advocacy, and public health decision making. In response to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Furness created and directs a graduate course on 
the epistemology of misinformation in health. An outspoken critic of 
poor pandemic leadership, he has given over 2,000 media interviews 
in Canada and abroad since March 2020. He has also acted as an ex-
pert witness in several legal matters concerning workplace COVID-19 
safety practices. Furness received his Ph.D. degree in the interdisci-
plinary field of knowledge management in 2010 and his master of pub-
lic health degree in epidemiology from the Dalla Lana School of Public 
Health in 2014.


