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Jim Wooten is professor of law and vice dean for research and faculty 
development at the University at Buffalo School of Law, where he 
teaches contracts, pension and employee benefit law, jurisprudence 
and legal reasoning. He is the author of The Employee Retirement  
Income Security Act of 1974: A Political History and focuses his re-
search on regulatory policies affecting retirement plans, health plans 
and other employee benefit plans. Before joining UB, Wooten was an 
associate at Bredhoff & Kaiser, a legal history fellow at Yale Law 
School and a Golieb Fellow in legal history at NYU Law School. He 
earned his J.D. degree and a Ph.D. degree in American studies at Yale 
and is a fellow of the American College of Employee Benefits Counsel.


